CHAPTER IV
EPIGRAPHY

(a) PRAKRIT AND SANSKRIT INSCRIPTIONS

INSCRIPTIONS of Ancient India are found recorded on a variety of
materials. They have been engraved on (i) metals, (2) stone, and
(3) various other substances.1 As regards metals, they are found
incised not only on copper, brass, bronze and iron, but also on silver
and gold. For the most part, however, the known inscriptions on
metal were placed on sheets of copper, varying in size. The most
numerous of these, again, are donative charters, issued by kings,
feudatory chieftains, provincial governors or any high officials who
had the authority * to alienate state lands and to assign allotments
from the state revenues/ They were, in fact, title-deeds, and passed
into private custody as soon as they were issued. They are com-
monly known as tamra-pattika (copper tablets) or tamra-sasana
(copper charters). Most of these records are full of genealogical
information, whether of the donor or of the donee. They contain
more or less detailed recitals of events, magnifying the glory and
importance of the grantors and commemorating the achievements
of the grantees. They have thus become a fruitful source of the
history of Ancient India.

As regards the second material used for inscriptions, viz., stone,
they are recorded on it in various forms. But the great bulk of them
are found engraved on rocks and pillars and in caves. Of the rock
and pillar inscriptions, again, the most famous are those of Asoka.
The rock inscriptions of Asoka are mostly found incised on the
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